Lo Approved For Rele 708735 : CIA-RDP79R00890AGEE750070010-2

NSC BRIEYIRG | 11 July 1856
SITOATION IN THE SATELLITES

%. An unususl degree of unrest :nd.farnent is evident in the
Eastern Buropean Satellites—within the Commynist parties, within the
ranks of the intelligentsia and students, and smong the general
population., This ferment bas developed and been encouraged largely
by the changes which are takiag place in the methods of Soviet conatrol
over the Satellites. It haa assumed more open foram since the
peginning of the Soviet de-Stslinization program, which probably
was taken by dissident elemgntis as & lieaiaa for a much wider range:’
of opposition activity, '

2. Moscow has been granting greater freedom to Xasteran European
goveraments in their internal policy matters, more #ansideration has
been given to Xastern European national traditions, and the "maater-
servant” relationship has heanﬂappreciably'nltérud. '

A. No precise limits appear to have been set on how far this
process of "liberalization™ is to go, sand Soviet and Satellite
lenders gré~!tclinz their way cauticusly in this changed situation.
3. Dissidence, discontent, demonstrations and rioting have made

their appearance in one or snother of the Batellites since the Soviet
20th Party Congress (Feb). These manifestations have not been of suf-
ficient magnitude to represent a serious threat to Soviet control, but
such behavior is symptomatic of the deep-seated and widespread hatred
fur Stalinist forms of comtrol that continues to exist under the surface
in Eastern Europe POCUMENT NO. e _..S -
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A. The Poxanan riots of late June, in which the demonstrators
demanded “Bread snd Freedom™, are the most dramatic example of
the forces which bave been released by the new xrculig policies
toward the Satellites.

B. Also in Poland, there is clearly s serious split within
the Commmunist Party--extending into the Politburc itself--shich
has resulted in a still-mnresolved internal struggle for coantrol
between a “"liberal”, more nationally-minded, party element (viz.
Promier Cyrankiewiex) snd s couservative group wedded to the
traditional Stalinist farus.ut repressive contyol {(viz. party
boss Ochab). |
4. Ia Bungery, despite his repeated endorsement by Soviet leaders

(the latest in mid~June, when Suslov visited Budapest), resistance to
Bungarian strong man Rakosi continues to grow and express itself in
party circles. At a recent Party meeting, the widow of executed Party
purgee (19489) Rajk reportedly made an impapsioned plea for fewer futile
posthumous rehabilitations and mesle "real reforx™. In recent mosths,
this oppositieon has begun to coalesce into an active pelitieal faction
with identifiable leaders. This group, easentially one of moderation,
advocates removal of the Hungarian “Stalinists", including Rekosi.

8. In Czechoslovakis, opposition to the regime has been openly
expresscd by students, writers, and other members of the intelligentsia
both in the form of parades and petitions, and in newspaper stories.
On 20 May, the Communist regime was mercilessly lampooned im posters and
banners carried in a student parade in Prague. On 13 June, Czech
eultural boss Vaclav Xopecky admitted before a Czech Farty conference
that there was "great internsl ferment” within the Pariy as a result

of the Boviet 20th Congress.
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8. Dilsquiet and contnsién has developed ig'Pnrty ranks in East
Germany as a resalt of the 20th Congess, but there has been little
overt manifestation of it. Uldbricht, the arch-Stalinist, is rumored
to be slated for demotion, a rumor reflecting popular hatred for this
leader. h |

7. The S8atellite regimes have generally tended to adopt a
moderate and somewhat defensive resction to these demonstrations af
popular and party dissatisfaction. Thus, in Poland, once the actual
riots were put down, the goverument has so far proceeded along the line
it was following Lefore the riots.

A. The Poznan riots seant a tremor of uﬁgtatnasa through the
Satellites. There bhave been no indications, however, that--
despite the risks--the present policy of “liberalization” will
be halted or reversed,

B. Despite any difficulties it may be encountering, the
Soviet Union is determined to ensure that the Satellites continue
to maintain a Boclalist {(commsunist) state structure, preserve
& monopoly of political power fur the Communist parties, and
assure military, economic and farcign policies compatible with
Boviet interests.

C. Thus, the new Soviet program of somewhat relaxed contxis
is, ia essence, 2 calculated risk taken in an effort to make
the Soviet Bloc a more effective and manageable coaltion of

Coamunist states, tied by common interests.
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%rmtm % THE SATELLITVES

1. The ferseai in the Suisliites has devsloped sud been ssaournged
by shaages ia the sethede of Seviet esmtral, Thess have imoiwded
greater fresdus is imtersal pelicy, more cossidersties for natlasal
traditions, So listi apparently yet met on thia “"1ibavsiisstion.”
ti. Sissidesce ani desonstratioss have sppenred ian ens or smviker
of Sntellites siace 20tk party cosgresy--snot enough 1o thyreatea
Sovisi grip, but sysptesstic of the batred of stalisist contrals.
A. The Posuas Tists sre most drsmatic sxswple., Iz Folasd, thars
ie slesxly » serioss party eplit betwess “liberalis” aad
£51. In Buagary, resisiasce to Rskeel continues 10 grow.
¥, fs Csschoslovekia, the regine was seveilessly laspooned in W
nmtm&%hg. mnammfmullm
»great izterssl fermsal” was sdmitted.
v. 1In East Gevsany, disguist and esafusisn have developed, auc Yideicht
in rusored siated for demetlem.
¥i. The Gntellite regimes’ remction hes bosn gwnerally sodersie,
senewhal Sefenwive. 7The Poxssn violw cawsed umeasizenn, but we
iadicsiion “liberalisation® will be reversed. |
2. WEIR detersined to swsuve Satellites saiatsis s fooinlist minte
structure, atd preserve & woncpoly of pelitiesl powsr for the
Commmnist parties, Bew Hovieti progranm is 8 enloninted risk
ts efferi to sake ithe Bloe & more effective and anuspeatle
conlition 9f states tied by cosmon isteresis.
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